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In reference to the first question, we see no reason to doubt that the blood was the real habitat of the bodies in question, and that their presence in the other tissues was owing to the blood which they contained. The only organ to which we need refer as to this point is the spleen, in which the remarkable change in colour (to a dingy greenish purple) may possibly be explained by the great numbers of these peculiar bodies observed in its tissues.
In regard to the second question, we are disposed, on the whole, to look upon the bodies in question as a modification of the red blood-corpuscles ; not improbably a product of their decay or disorganization. This view appears to be favoured?1st, By the existence of colouring matter in these bodies, though less in quantity than in the red corpuscles. 2d, By their complete solution in acetic acid (though it is admitted that their resistance both to this re-agent and to water was such as to distinguish them in a marked manner from ordinary blood-corpuscles). 3d, By the observation Which it appeared to us we were able to make, of intermediate forms (so variable, however All these ends are answered by this organ possessing the striated or animal muscle, but without any direct nervous communication from the cerebro-spinal centre, deriving the governing force from its own peculiar ganglia, and from the solar plexus. Again, the organic membrane, the mucous, is peculiarly fitted for absorption, whilst the animal, the serous, has no primary tendency to that function, but, on the contrary, resists the presence of extraneous matter by sudden and rapid inflammations. Now, as the organic life is that which man has in common with all organised beings, animal or vegetable, it is the last to loose its vitality; and as the animal life is that peculiar to beings capable of exercising volition, the death of such a being must be the permanent separation of the organs of animal life from the conscious principle, self, or ego, which originates that volition. Hence all death must be death at the brain ultimately, but the proximate causes may be divided into two classes corresponding to the two systems of nerves, the cerebro-spinal or animal, and the plexu-ganglionic or organic, and each of these again into three species, those of the first class being, concussion, coma, asphyxia, those of the second, concussion, asthenia, anaemia. To the consideration of these forms I shall afterwards revert, and shall in the meantime speak of the differences between the cerebrospinal and plexu-ganglionic nerves. The former system is directly under the control of the will exercised through the one great centre, the bility to the effects of opium, and extreme sensibility to the effects of alcohol, chloroform, etc., often go together, while, at the same time, purgatives are productive of very powerful effects. This arises from an original diminished polarity of the sympathetic rendering it insensible to the exalting force, opium, but extremely sensible to the depressing forces, the anaesthetics and purgatives.
In these cases, too, extreme sensibility to the action of mercury is observable. In other cases, of an opposite nature, considerable tolerance of mercury and purgatives, as well as of the anaesthetics, with extreme sensibility to opium, observable. In these the original state of the sympathetic is an exalted polarity. The action of mercury may also be to some extent explained, it is a depressor of the sympathetic, causing consequent determination of blood to the membrane of organic life, the mucous, and increase of the usual secretions.
If we look at the action of the class of anaesthetics, we shall find that they depress the sympathetic in the inverse ratio of their electro-positive relations.
Thus hydrocyanic acid, the most negative, depresses the most rapidly; alcohol, the most positive, the least rapidly. We may, therefore, state as a general rule, that substances depress the ganglionic system in the direct ratio of their negativity, and exalt it in the direct ratio of their positivity. So 
